
 

 

  
 
 

 
OPEN CALL AUDITION   

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM   
Monday, September 10th 2018 at 6:30PM    
Tuesday, September 11th 2018 at 6:30PM  

Callbacks – Wednesday, September 12th at 6:30PM   
 
Auditions: Performers are welcomed to make an appointment via Sign Up Genius 
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084bacaa2ea3fa7-auditions4)Those without an 
appointment will be seen as time permits. Please come prepared with a comedic 
Shakespearean monologue.  
 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM is rated 'PG'. We welcome 13 and up to audition.  
 
Video Auditions: If you are unable to make the general auditions (we strongly 
recommend an in-person audition), an accompanied video recording of your audition 
monologue may be submitted before September 11th to caseymballard@gmail.com. 
Please send via unlisted YouTube link. You MUST attend callbacks on Wednesday, 
September 12th in order to be considered for a role. If this is not possible, please 
message caseymballard@gmail.com with any questions or concerns. 
 
Callbacks: Sides will be provided at the callbacks to read.  
 
PRODUCTION INFORMATION 
• Audition forms, tentative schedule, video submission forms are available online 
and will be available at the audition.  
• Due to the tight rehearsal schedule, all conflicts must be presented during your 
auditions. Conflicts presented after the first rehearsal will not be honored. Please note 
that excessive conflicts will affect casting decisions 
• PERFORMANCE CONFLICTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
• Casting notification will occur no later than Monday, September 17th.  
• Some extra rehearsals may be called for principle roles. Should you be cast, you 
will be contacted by the director for your availability and scheduling.  
• Rehearsals will be held Monday through Thursday from 6:30pm – 9:30pm.  
Some Friday and Saturdays rehearsals will be scheduled with ample notice. First 
company rehearsal scheduled for Monday, September 24th at the Selma Arts Center.  
• Communication will be done through email and Facebook groups- please list a 
valid email clearly on the audition form. 
• Performances: November 8th, 9th, 10th, 15th, 16th, 17th at 7:00 pm 
(matinee/double shows one Saturdays 2:00pm) 
 
If you have any additional questions about auditions or the production, please 
call Nicolette C. Andersen (559) 891-2238 or email nicolettea@cityofselma.com. 

mailto:nicolettea@cityofselma.com


 

 

 
This Production is sponsored by the Selma Arts Council 
 
Directed by Casey Ballard 
Producer- Christina Robles 
 
THE SELMA ARTS CENTER 
1935 High St.  
Selma, CA 93662  
(559) 891-2238  
Selmaartscenter.com  
nicolettea@cityofselma.com 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” is a comedy by William Shakespeare. “Midsummer” is 

one of Shakespeare’s most light-hearted, fun-loving comedies. This play interweaves 

reality and magic; love and hate; chaos and order. The play focuses on three distinct 

groups: The Athenians; The Fairies, and The Players.  

 

The Athenians include Theseus, Hippolyta, Hermia, Helena, Lysander, Demetrius, 

Egeus, and the Philostrate. Theseus, the Duke of Athens, and Hippolyta are to wed. 

Egeus, father to Hermia, is angry that she refuses to marry Demetrius; instead, she 

claims her love for Lysander. Hermia and Lysander plan to run away, telling Hermia’s 

childhood friend Helena about their plot. Helena, sick for love with Demetrius, tells him 

of their elopement. All four lovers end up in the Woods.  

 

The Woods are home to the Fairies: Oberon, Titania, Puck, et al. Oberon and Titania 

are fighting over a child- Oberon wants it for his retinue, Titania refuses as the child 

belonged to her beloved handmaiden, who has died. As a result of their fight, the 

natural world is out of order. Their continued feud culminates in Oberon having Puck 

collect a flower whose juice makes love occur at literal first sight. Oberon plans to have 

Puck lure some beast to Titania, apply the ointment, and have her fall in love with it. 

While planning this, Oberon overhears Demetrius chiding Helena for her love. Feeling 

sorry for her, he asks Puck to use the flower on Demetrius, telling him he will know him 

by his Athenian garb. Puck gets confused, and applies the flower to Lysander, who 

espies Helena first thing upon opening his eyes. Confusion and hilarity ensues. In the 

meanwhile, Titania has indeed fallen in love with an Ass, one of the Players who has 

been caught up in Puck’s mischief.  

 



 

 

The Players are a group of working-class Athenians who are aiming to perform for the 

wedding revelries of Theseus and Hippolyta. Their star is Nick Bottom (the butt of 

Puck’s joke). They are a loveable group, who try their best. 

 
 
DIRECTOR’S NOTE 

 
I have long been in love with Shakespeare’s plays. I feel, when handled correctly, they 

speak to the truest parts of human nature. His themes and characters are able to span 

cultures, centuries, and political climates. I am on a mission to make him even more 

approachable to the Central Valley community, theatrical and otherwise.  

 

Given the background and history of this comedy, I would ideally have it be performed 

during the winter months. Most plays were performed for the court during the winter 

holidays, and I believe that performing such a light-hearted comedy in the dead months 

will bring a necessary lightness. 

 

As the play revolves around the wedding of Theseus and Hippolyta, the overarching 

tone of the play will be that of revelry in all of it’s forms. This extends to the audience, 

who I consider to be the party guests and curious bystanders to the festivities.  

 

The actors themselves need to be fun, frivolous, and extremely playful. They must be 

comfortable and able to interact with each other and the audience, while maintaining 

their character. The same actors who play Oberon and Titania should also play 

Theseus and Hippolyta. I have no age or gender restrictions- I aim to cast talent first, as 

the language of the play requires that. As this play has much to do with love in all its 

forms, the performer’s age limit should be teens and above. I’m not sure how risque we 

will go, but the option is there.  

 

The setting of the play will be Athens, Georgia. The time will be an idiosyncratic mix of 

modern and antebellum south. The spiritual belief and practice of Voodoo will be 

emphasized. ACCENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED. 

 
AVAILABLE ROLES 
 
All roles are Gender & Age Blind. Age is suggested but will adjust as fit. If no age is 
indicated, it is open to all.  
 
Theseus, Duke of Athens/Oberon, King of Fairies 
30+ 
 
Egeus, father of Hermia 
60+ 



 

 

Lysander, in love with Hermia 
20+ 
 
Demetrius, in love with Hermia 
20+ 
 
Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons; betrothed of Theseus/Titania, Queen of Fairies 
30+ 
 
Hermia, in love with Lysander 
20+ 
 
Helena, in love with Demetrius 
20+ 
 
Puck, or Robin Goodfellow 
30+ 
 
Philostrate, Master of the Revels 
20-60 
 
Quince, a carpenter (later Prologue) 
20+ 
 
Snug, a joiner (later Lion) 
20+ 
 
Bottom, a weaver (later Pyramus) 
30-50  
 
Flute, a bellows-mender (later Thisbe) 
20+ 
 
Snout, a tinker (later Wall and Moonshine) 
20+ 
 
Peaseblossom, a fairy 
 
Cobweb, a fairy 
 
Moth, a fairy 
 
Mustardseed, a fairy 
 
Other Fairies, attendants to Oberon and Titania, a3ttendants to Theseus and 
Hippolyta 


